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la During th© past two vjeekSj ths Yugoslav Trade Ministxy sent nunerous requests 
to the Purchasing Commission In Vienna for the immediate purchase of rolled 
iron, rolled plate, other rolled products, and industrial raw steel.. Source 
believes that the accelerated Yugoslav purchasing in Austria is a result of 
the breaking off of Yugoslav commercial relations idth Poland and Csecho Slovakia 


2« The follo’jing purchanes are now being arranged the Yugoslav Purchasing Cor^ 
mission in Vienna (all pui'chases are in schillings, even There the dollar 
equivalents are given).* a total of 35^0 tons of rolled products requested 
tor Belgrade, the Connission is arranging for the rurchaso of 1900 tons from 
Alpine-Montan*’ during the next three months at a cost of $300,000« During 
the next five months, 1500 tons of Industrial steel are to be purchased from 
Alpine-Montane Boehler^% Schoeller-Blochmann A.G**, and nteyr-Dainler^jhich^^ 
at a cost of $1,500,000® The Comnission is negotiating xjlth Bahnbedarf A.C., 
and Sinnering-Grass-Paukar A.G. for the purcliaso of a large quantity of rail*” 
road car axles, ’vipers, and connecting links^ The estimted cost is 6,000^^000 
schillings* The fim Alexander Friedmnn-Kommndit“Geo0llf7ch.aft In to cell 36 
heating units for railmy coaches at a cost of $1,5^'^0 per unit* The Coixiissior-. 
is now negotiating idth Vienna comercial agents for the purchase of ’oall l)eai^ 
ings, mnufactured the SKF and the Steyn^erke^*, at an estimted cost of 
1,000,000 schillings® The source notes that this is the first request .for ball 
bearings tMch has been nad© in two months. 
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Gebus Lokomotiven u. Vertriebsgesellschaft has promised to deliver three 760 m.. 
gauge locomotives at $30,000 each® The first locomotive is to be delivered lii 
five months, the remaining two, six xioeks later® Payrent is to be mde in 
schillings at the le^l rate* About 6 July 1949, tlie Commission ms reqasstecl 
to make a priority purchase of 2,000 tons of uncoatad iron plate to be deli vei^c 
to Yugoslavia by the end of September* The estimted cost is $130,0f>0. 

The source reports a change in Yugoslav policy regarding payment of purchases in 
Austria* The current procedure is to expoit dollars to Vieana, utiere they ore 
sold on the black market for schillings, which are iised to pay for Austrian pur- 
cliases. In June, $100,000 was Imported from Switzerland, sold for schillings . 
and used to pay Haselgruber,^^’"* An additioml $130,000 is to seni frDn Bd 1-» 
grade and Sidtsorland to pay for the uncoated iron plate ri^ntioned. iii 
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The source interprets the sale of dollars for schillings as an indication that 
the Yugoslav Government anticipates a dollar loan f 3 :^>n the U.S. in the near 
future. 
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I Comment : The full names of these firms are as foUoT^js: 
Oesterreichisch - Alpine Montangesellschaft 
BBhler Gebr, & Co. Alctiengesellschsft 
SchoelleivBlecknann Stahlijerke A.G. 

Stesrr-Daimlei^Puch A.G, 

Comaent : The Steyr-Daimler-Puch G.m.bJI. is probably meant. 


SECHET/COmRQt - U.S. 0PFICI/\1S OlIUT 


Approved For Release 2002/08/14 : CIA-RDP83-00415R0032001 30001-0 



